Date: 2025.0#%04
18575Lisd File No.SECR-HQOS(POL)/22/2020-O/o PCMM/HQ/SECR 516

ERA w2024

Correction Slip No.015

Sub:-Compostable plastics and biodegradable plastics under Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016 as amended - reg.
Ref.:Rly. Board’s letter N0.2023/RS(G)/164/1IR dated 19.03.2024

In terms of above referred letter, Railway Board has instructed to incorporate in
all the tender invited should be in line with Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 and
guideline thereof.

This condition will be applicable to all tenders of SECR.
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Compostable plastics and biodegradable plastics under Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016 as amended - reg.

1. The compostable plastics as well as biodegradable plastics are
distinctly recognised under the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016.
The plastic packaging as well as commodities made out of the two
types have been treated differently under the rules. Manufacturers and
sellers of commodities or packaging including carry bags, made from
compostable plastics and biodegradable plastics have to be certified by
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), before marketing and selling,
as per Rule 4(h) of Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016. The testing
protocols to obtain certification, for the compostable and biodegradable
plastics, are based on different BIS standards. No manufacturer or
seller of commodities or plastic packaging, including carry bags made
from compostable or biodegradable plastics, can place them in market
and sell without prior certification by CPCB.

2. Compostable plastic need a controlled industrial composting facility for
composting. Compostable plastics cannot degrade in the ambient
environment. The compostable plastic packaging and carry bags made
out of it entail EPR obligations on PIBOs. Producers, Importers and
Brand Owners of plastic sheet or like used for packaging as well as
carry bags, made from compostable plastics, have to register on
Centralized Online Extended Producer Responsibility Portal on plastic
packaging. As per rule 11 of Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016,
the manufacturer and sellers of carry bags, made from compostable
plastics, are mandated to mention the certificate number issued by
CPCB on carry bags.

3. Biodegradable plastics have also been recognized under Plastic Waste
Management (Second Amendment) Rules, 2022. As per the Plastic
Waste Management Rules, biodegradable plastics are to degrade under
ambient environment conditions without generation of toxic residue or
microplastics. At present, there is no certified biodegradable plastic in
the country. As such, any claim on use of "biodegradable plastic" for
selling banned single use plastic items (cutlery, glasses, cups, plates,
stirrers etc.), in the absence of certification by CPCB, is in deviation of
Plastic Waste Management Rules, and has to be dealt with in
accordance with law. Biodegradable plastic packaging do not have
EPRobligations under the PWM Rules.

4. Also, the wuse of any other category of plastics such as "Bio-
compostable"”, "Oxo-degradable”, "Oxo-biodegradable" or the like, is
not recognized under Plastic Waste Management Rule, in a manner to
mislead and circumvent the ban on identified single use plastics and
hence, is not in accordance with the Rules. It has to be dealt with
accordingly as these are not recognized and are not permissible under
the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016.
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5.

File No.SECR-HQOS(POL)/22/2020-O/o PCMM/HQ/SECR

It is requested to take necessary measures to ensure the compliance of
Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 in respect of compostable
plastics as well as biodegradable plastics and ensure that these are
sold in the market as per the provisions under the rules. Also, the
claim regarding compostable plastics as well as biodegradable plastic
has to be based on certification by CPCB of the manufacturers of
biodegradable plastics as well as compostable plastics. No other types
of plastics viz. "Bio-compostable". "Oxo-degradable","Oxo-
biodegradable" or the like, are certified by CPCB. This issues with the
approval of the competent authority.
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